
SADCSTAN BROCHURE 
 
What is SADCSTAN? 
 
The Southern African Development Community (SADC) is comprised of fourteen member states, which 
together make up a population of nearly 200 million people. An essential prerequisite for greater 
economic integration of the region is the harmonization of member countries’ standards and technical 
regulations.  This is the responsibility of SADC Cooperation in Standardization (SADCSTAN).   
 
SADCSTAN, together with  
. SADC Cooperation in Legal Metrology (SADCMEL) 
. SADC Cooperation in Measurement Traceability (SADCMET),  
. Standardization, Quality Assurance, Accreditation and Metrology (SQAM), and  
. SADC Cooperation in Accreditation (SADCA),  
form the basic building blocks for cooperation in standards and quality.  The SADC body responsible for 
coordinating regional SQAM activities is the SADC SQAM Expert Group (SQAMEG).  SQAMEG 
coordinates regional SQAM activities in terms of a Memorandum of Understanding signed by the 
Ministers of Trade and Industry of all SADC member states.  
 
Membership 
 
SADCSTAN Membership is open to National Standards Bodies (NSBs) of member states or, where an 
NSB has not yet been established by a member state, any other institution designated by its Minister 
responsible for industry and trade. 
 
Objectives 
 
The objectives of SADCSTAN are to promote the coordination of standardization activities and services in 
the region, with the purpose of achieving harmonization of standards and technical regulations (with the 
exception of legal metrology regulations, handled by SADCMEL), in support of the objectives of the 
SADC trade protocol. 
 
Aims of SADCSTAN 
 
The aims of SADCSTAN are to: 
 

• Promote regional cooperation in the development of harmonized standards and technical 
regulations 

 
• Facilitate the exchange of information on existing standards, draft standards and technical 

regulations among members, and 
 

• Facilitate the adoption of regional standards by member states. 
 
Functions of SADCSTAN 
 
 
The functions of SADCSTAN are to: 
 

• Develop and adopt mechanisms for the harmonization of standards in the region 
 

• Examine the need for regional product standards and to develop them 
 

• Develop mechanisms to facilitate the adoption of regional standards as national standards 
 

• Develop standards in support of harmonized technical regulations 
 

• Develop regional bridging standards to make international standards more accessible to SADC 
members 

 
• Develop conformity assessment and accreditation standards 
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• Facilitate access to the current databases of national standards bodies for standards, draft 
standards and technical regulations 

 
• Develop regional mechanisms for complying with the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to 

Trade 
 

• Work together with SADCA and consult with industry in the development of management 
systems standards such as ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 and their supporting certification and 
accreditation standards and any other conformity assessment standards 

 
• Provide technical assistance and training in the management and planning of standards 

development, as well as standards information services, and 
 

• Coordinate inputs to and liaise with ISO, IEC, ARSO and similar regional and international 
standards organizations. 

 
Why standards and technical regulations should be harmonized within SADC 
 
Harmonization of standards and technical regulations within SADC will: 
 

• Eradicate Technical Barriers to Trade (TBTs) and encourage a freer flow of goods and services 
within SADC 

 
• Boost trade between SADC member states, and 

 
• Keep products not complying with SADC standards out of the region. 

 
Current standardization projects for harmonization 
 
Harmonized SADC Standards  
 
A list of harmonized regional standards is available on the SADCSTAN Website (www.sadcstan.com) 
 
 
SADCSTAN Contacts 
 
SADCSTAN Secretariat South African Bureau of Standards 
    1Dr Lategan Road 
    Groenkloot 
    P Bag X191 
    Pretoria 0001 
    Tel: 27 12 428 6425/6998 
    Fax: 27 12 426 6889 
    Website: www.sadcstan.org    
    Email: mosane@sabs.co.za  
 
Angola    Angola Institute of Standardization and Quality Office  
    Rua Cerqueira Lukoki 25, 7 A 
    LUANDA   

Tel: 244 2 337 294 
    Fax: +244 2 392 400/337 294 
    Email: ianorg@netangola.com  
 
 
Botswana   Botswana Bureau of Standards 
    Private Bag B048 
    Plot 14391 New Lobatse Road 
    GABORONE 

Tel: +267 31 64 044 
    Fax: +267 31 64 042 
    Email: bobs.standard@info.bw  
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DRC    Office Congolais de Controle 
98 Avenue du Port 
BP 8614-8806 
KINSHASA 1 
Tel: +243 81 508 2006 
Fax: +243 89 2 2727 
Email: kanama_viki@yahoo.fr   

 
 
 
Lesotho   Trade and Industry Cooperation and Marketing 
    P. O. Box747 
    Africa House, High Court Road 
    MASERU 100 

Tel: +266 22 32 0695/31 7454 
    Fax: +266 22 31 0326 
    Email: lessqa@leo.co.ls 
 
Malawi    Malawi Bureau of Standards 
    Moirs Road 
    P. O. Box 946 
    BLANTYRE 

Tel: +265 670 488 
    Fax: +265 670 756 
    Email: mbs@malawi.net  
 
Mauritius   Mauritius Bureau of Standards 
    Villa Road 
    MOKA 

Tel: +230 433 9263/3648/3454 
    Fax: +230 433 5051 
    Email: msb@intnet.mu  
 
Mozambique   Instituto Nacional de Normalizacao e Qualidade 
    C. P 2983 
    Av 25 de Setembro 1179 
    2 andar 
    MAPUTO 

Tel: +258 1 303 822/3 
    Fax: +258 1 304 206 
    Email: innoq@emilmoz.com  
 
Namibia   Namibia Standards Information and Quality Office 
    Ministry of Trade and Industry 
    Block B Brendan Simbwaye Square 
    WINDHOEK 

Tel: +264 612 837271/7265 
    Fax: +264 612 22576 
    Email: kaakunga@mti.gov.na  
 
Seychelles   Seychelles Bureau of Standards 
    P. O. Box 953 
    Pointe Laure 

VICTOR MAHE 
Tel: +248 375 333 

    Fax: +248 375 151 
    Email: sbsorg@seychelles.net 
 
South Africa   South African Bureau of Standards 
    1 Dr Lategan Road  

Groenkloof 
P/Bag x 191 
PRETORIA 0001 
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Tel: +27 12 428 6425 
    Fax: +27 12 428 6889 
    Email: kobej@sabs.co.za  
 
Swaziland    Quality Assurance Office 
    Ministry of Enterprise & Employment 
    Office M5, M6 Mezzanine 
    Millers Mansion 

P. O. Box 451 
MBABANE (SWAZILAND) 
Tel: +268 404 3201 x263 

    Fax: +268 404 4711 
 
Tanzania   Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
    Morogoro/Sam Najum Road 
    P. O. Box 9524 
    DAR ES SALAAM 

Tel: +255 22 450 298 
    Fax: +255 22 450 983 
    Email: standards@twiga.com  
 
Zambia    Zambia Bureau of Standards 
    P. O. Box 50259 
    ZA 15101 Ridgeway 
    LUSAKA 

Tel: +260 1 23 6133 
    Fax: +260 1 23 8483 
    Email: zabs@zamnet.zm  
 
Zimbabwe   Standards Association of Zimbabwe (SAZ) 
    Northend Close, Northridge Park, Borrowdale 
    P O Box 2259 Harare, Zimbabwe  

Tel:+263 4 885 511/2; 882017/8/9 
                                                Fax: +263 4 882 020 
                                                Email: sainfo@mweb.co.zw 


