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COUNTRY REPORTS
SUMMARY OF HIGHLIGHTS

BOTSWANA

A SADCSTAN TC 15 meeting between Botswana, Zambia and South Africa was held on the 25th November 2010 in Gaborone to dispose off comments from Botswana on Globally harmonized system of classification and labelling of chemicals (SANS 10234). Stakeholder mainly representatives from industry, consumer groups, government institutions, university of Botswana and the Chemicals technical Committee were invited to attend this meeting.
Number of National Standards published: 
To date BOBS Technical Advisory Committee has approved 800 standards.

LESOTHO
The Minister of Trade and Industry will play a pivotal role in the national standardization programme in the absence of standards legislation.

A well structured standardization programme has not been established.  However, every effort is made to disseminate standards information to all relevant stakeholders.  April 2011 will see the launch of the country’s standardization programme, which will put consultative mechanisms in place and therefore give the country a voice in regional and international standardization framework. Note: The Standards Bill was approved by Cabinet in December 2010.
1. Progress in adoption and implementation of harmonized text

Adoption process is in its initiation phase.  The first standard to be adopted is ISO 9001:2008.

2. Involvement in international standardization activities

Currently, Lesotho participates in the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission through the National Codex Committee.  Lesotho upgraded its ISO membership status from subscriber to correspondent membership in December 2010.  Preparations are thus underway to participate in ISO programme.

3. Submission of the standards development programme

The first TC on quality management systems is scheduled to adopt ISO 9001:2008 by October 2011.  The first training of this TC will take place in March 2011, which will cover the procedures for standards development.
MALAWI

Malawi has so far adopted thirty eight (38) SADC harmonized standards.

The MBS has to date published Seven hundred and Twenty four (724) standards

ASTM: Malawi is in the process of discussing with the ASTM International for the two parties to sign a Memorandum of Understanding.

Meetings attended

Malawi participated in the following international standardization meetings/activities:

(i) Training on standards writing, Pretoria, South Africa (8 – 12 March 2010);

(ii) ISO/DEVCO Training good standardization practice, Seychelles (16-17 March 2010);
(iii) Workshop on Regional Flour Fortification, Nairobi Kenya (19th – 22nd April 2010);

(iv) Training on standards editing, Pretoria, South Africa ( 21 – 23 April 2010);
(v) ISO DEVCO Training on Enhanced participation in International Standardization, Manzini, Swaziland (4th – 6th May 2010);

(vi) Training on effective meetings, Pretoria, South Africa (17th – 19th May 2010);

(vii) Training on drafting standards in accordance with ISO/IEC Directives Part 2, , Pretoria, South Africa (24 -28 May 2010)

(viii) Review of ECSA Model Standards on fortified foods, Kampala, Uganda (8th – 9th July 2010);

(ix) Training on ISO 9001, Pretoria, South Africa (2 -13 August 2010);

(x) 19th Session of the Codex Committee on Veterinary Drug Residues in Foods, USA, (30 August – 3 September 2010);

(xi) COMESA Technical Committee, Lusaka, Zambia (27-29 September 2010)

(xii) ISO course on Adopting and Referencing International Standards, Kigali, Rwanda (24 – 26 November 2010)

(xiii) 42nd Session of Codex Committee on Food Hygiene, Kampala, Uganda (29 Nov – 3 December 2010).

Activities under TC 14: Water

Twelve new work item proposals were circulated in 2010, and only Botswana and Zimbabwe submitted their votes.
MAURITIUS
Number of national standards published:
MSB has published some 300 national standards, out of which some 60 standards were published in 2010 including standards on safety of electrical appliances and accessories. 
Recently COMESA and EAC have agreed to harmonize the standards for maize and for dairy and dairy products based on Codex Standards. These have been finalized at the next COMESA Committee on SQA.

MOZAMBIQUE
20 harmonized SADCSTAN texts were adopted as Mozambican Standards, 6 of them were adopted in 2010. In 2011, four standards on vehicles are planned to be adopted.

Number of national standards published:
In 2010, the INNOQ adopted 127 new Mozambican Standards, including the 6 SADCSTAN harmonized texts. So far, 326 National Standards were adopted as Mozambican Standards. 

Involvement in international standardization activities 

INNOQ did attend the following International meeting associated to Standardization:

Annual SQAM general meeting held in Mbabane, Swaziland from 21st to 27th March 2010

The 33rd Annual ISO general Assembly and 44th DEVCO meeting that took place in Oslo, Norway from 13th to 18th September 2010 

Participation in voting of the draft Standards as indicated below:

SADCSTAN/TC 1/SC BOS 165 - Aggregates from Natural Sources – Aggregates for Concrete
SADCSTAN/TC 1/SC SAZ 724 -  Rammed Earth Structures

INNOQ also participated in the following ISO workshops:

Writing a standard, 8th to 12th March 2010 at SABS, Pretoria, South Africa.

ISO DEVCO Course on Good Standardization Practice held in Seychelles from 16th to 17th March 2010.

Standards Editing made easy from 21st to 23rd April 2010 at SABS, Pretoria, South Africa.

Effective Committee Meetings from 17th to 19th May 2010 at SABS, Pretoria, South Africa.

Drafting Standards in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, part 2, using the ISO STD template in Windhoek, Namibia from 24 to 28 of May, 2010, organized by ISO and SADCSTAN Secretariat.
SEYCHELLES

The Seychelles Bureau of Standards has so far adopted 18 SADC harmonised text as national standards. The bureau has already adopted 16 Codex standards being proposed for adoption as SADC harmonised text.  All these adopted texts are being implemented by the manufacturing and service sectors.
Seven (7) national standards were published and declared in 2010. The Seychelles Bureau of Standards has to date published Two hundred and twenty-five (225) Seychelles Standards of which five (5) are mandatory standards.  The list of national standards that have been published is available in the Seychelles Standards catalogues and the SBS website. 

Meeting/programmes participated
During the year 2010, the Seychelles bureau of Standards participated and benefitted from the following regional programmes organised by ISO and/or SADC under the EU/SADC SQAM Projects:-

"Onsite coaching in Standardisation" 11 – 23 January, Seychelles;

“Writing a standard” training, SABS, 8-12 March, Pretoria, South Africa; 

"ISO Good Standardisation Practice Course" 6-17 March, Seychelles; 

"ISO regional training for trainers on Food Management System - ISO 22000", 15-19 March, Windhoek, Namibia; 

“Editing a Standards” training, SABS, 21-23 April, Pretoria, South Africa; 

 "ISO DEVCO training ” 04-06 May, Swaziland; 

"Effective Committee training”, SABS, 17-19 May, Pretoria, South Africa; 

"Onsite coaching in Standardisation" 17 May – 1 June, Seychelles;

"Seminar régional ISO/AFNOR sur les systèmes de gestion de l'énergie et la norme ISO 50001, 5-7 October, Port Louis, Mauritius;

"ISO Course on Adopting and referencing International Standards", 24-26 November, Kigali, Rwanda.

Involvement in Other Sub-Region Trading Blocks

The Seychelles Bureau of Standards is a member of the COMESA and participates in the COMESA SQA Activities for harmonisation of Standards.  Attended the 3-day expert meeting on electrical standards from 27 - 29 September, in Zambia whereby 69 IEC standards relating to electricity generation, transmission and distribution were proposed by COMESA for harmonization.  
SOUTH AFRICA
Sector reports

In brief, the highlights of the nine industry-specific sectors are as follows:

Chemicals:  During the past year, 38 standards (with 1 057 pages) were published, and 27 New Work Item Proposals (NWIP) were approved.  The year’s highlights include the Publication of  ARP 1717, a new recommended practice that will facilitate the approval of the detonators and related products used in mining and civil blasting applications.

Construction:  The year saw 168 standards (representing 4 651 pages) published, and 115 NWI registered. One important highlight was the publication of nine parts of the SANS 10400 series and five parts of the supporting SANS 2001 series. Good progress continues to be made with SANS 204 and SANS 10400-XA, which have both been sent out for public comment.  Another important standard published was the SANS 10160 series, consisting of eight parts, which provides the basis of structural design for buildings and industrial structures. 
Electrotechnology:  In the report period, 113 standards (of  5 552 pages) were published and 68 NWIP were generated.  One important  highlight was the publication of  SANS  724, important for improving protection against arc flash protection.  

Food and Health:  During the report period, 60 standards (representing 1 071 pages) were published and 26 NWIP registered.  Two particularly important standard published were a new standard for ostrich farming  (SANS 994-1), and a revised standard covering  food safety management (SANS 10049, Food safety management systems). 

Information Communications Technology: The Information Communications Technology department  has published 64 standards (of 4 969 pages) and generated 53 NWIP.  One of the year’s highlights was the publication of SANS 302561, which will facilitate the use of digital technology by private radio networks, including the police and emergency services.  Another highlight was the holding of an Accessibility Workshop on 14 October.

Mechanical and Materials: During the report period 102 standards (with 2 914 pages) were published and  99 NWIP registered.  One particularly important standard published was SANS 52568, particularly  useful for those supplying safety footwear to local industries.  Another highlight was the start of the process by NRCS to make the latest edition of SANS 1243, which covers pressurised  paraffin stoves, compulsory. 

Mining and Minerals :  At the Mining Workshop, the work of ten technical committees in four departments (Chemicals, Electrotechnology, Mechanical and Materials, and Transportation) in developing standards for the many and diverse aspects of mining and minerals was highlighted.  The NWIP, and the standards published (with the number of pages ) are included in sector reports of these departments.  An undoubted highlight was the Mining Workshop, held on 12th October, described in more detail in “SABS Convention and Workshops” below. 
Services and Systems:  Forty-eight new standards (representing 2 002 pages) were published and 42 NWI were generated.  One undoubted highlight was the publication of SATS 50010, Measurement and verification of energy savings.  This technical specification provides a basis for industries to use in claiming energy savings as tax deductions.  Two other important standards published were SANS 26000/ISO 26000, intended to promote sustainable development, and SANS 23601, which helped ensure that safety signs indicating escape and evacuation plans were properly displayed at the World Cup stadia.  

Transportation:  In the report period, 69 standards (representing 1 513 pages) were published and 31 NWIP registered. One highlight was the publication of SANS 53015, which is an important tool in ensuring that lifts and escalators are properly maintained.  Another was the amending of SANS 10216, which makes possible the use by vehicle test stations of axle play detectors, an important tool in keeping unsafe vehicles off our roads.    

SADSCSTAN activities

SADCSTAN secretariat: As the provider of the SADCSTAN secretariat, SABS Standards is actively involved in all aspects of SADCSTAN, and participates in all workshops, training sessions, meetings and activities of the Executive Committee. 

SADCSTAN TC secretariats:  South Africa holds the secretariats for TC 2, Automotive and transportation; TC 4, Electrotechnical; TC 8, Hospitality and tourism; TC 13, Geographic Information Systems;  TC 15, Globally harmonized systems (GHS); and TC 17, Records management.
SADCSTAN TC15 held a meeting in November 2010 in Gaborone to discuss comments which were received from Botswana on SADCSTAN TC 15/FDHT SANS 10234: Globally Harmonized Systems. Botswana submitted comments to this project while it was at the final stage of being harmonized. Comments received needed to be resolved and incorporated into the document. The South African National Committee responsible for the SANS 10234 formed a working group to resolved the comments received, but it was agreed by other SADCSTAN TC 15 P-members that South Africa alone can not resolve the comments received and that a TC meeting should be held by TC members to resolve those comments. A meeting was held in November 2010 and comments received from Botswana were resolved by the members (Botswana, South Africa and Zambia) that were present at the TC 15 meeting. This has led to the recirculation of the second draft to the member states for comments.  The document has received the required 2/3 majority voting by SADCSTAN TC 15 members and it will now be circulated at FDHT stage for a period of two months, after which if a 2/3 majority vote is received, then the document will be harmonized. The document is expected to be harmonized by at least end of May 2011.

The Principles and Procedures for the Development of SADC Harmonized Texts were reviewed and revised during an SMC Adhoc meeting held on November 2010 in Pretoria. The purpose of the review and revising was to close those gaps which were open in the procedures and also delaying the processes of harmonizing regional standards. The following are some of the issues that needed to be covered in the revision of the procedures, 

Collation of comments, the procedure was silent on the collation of comments. The procedure did not specify the process of dissolving/resolving the comments received from SADC member bodies. The international practice is that the collated comments are managed by the secretariat and are dissolved by the P-members of national member bodies including those countries that made the comments.
Review of the technical work programme, there’s lack participation by some countries in the SADCSTAN technical work, this leads to some projects not getting the necessary support to proceed to next stages. Although the procedure did specify the time periods allowed for commenting or voting it did not mention any action to be taken for the projects that are not active or overdue. The SADCSTAN procedure shall specify a requirement(s) about the handling of projects that are not active or overdue. The standards management committee (SMC) shall actively monitor the SADCSTAN technical work programme. 

Revision of already Harmonized SADCSTAN Texts, The SADCSTAN procedures to address the situation of when a source harmonized document is revised, amended or withdrawn by the originator of the document and shall specify in the procedure the process of re-adopting the already harmonized texts from ISO, IEC and SANS. The procedure shall specify that the already Harmonized Texts shall be circulated to all the P-members only for objections and if no objections are received at a specific time then the latest standard shall be adopted as SADCSTAN Harmonized Text.

A major highlight was the recent publication of SANS 23601, which helped ensure the safe use of stadiums used in the 2010 Soccer World Cup.
Another highlight was the publication of a standard that can improve protection against arc flash accidents.
International meetings hosted in South Africa: 
International meetings hosted in South Africa included the following:

TC 59, Buildings and civil engineering works, SABS, October 2010
The Scope of this TC is standardization in the field of building and civil engineering, of:

- General terminology for building and civil engineering:

- Organization of information in the processes of design, manufacture and construction;

- General geometric requirements for building, building elements and components including modular coordination and its basic principles, general rules for joints, tolerances and fits;

- general rules for other performance requirements for buildings and building elements including the coordination of these with performance requirements of building components to be used in building and civil engineering;

- Geometric and performance requirements for components that are not In the scope of separate ISO technical committees. Excluded:

- Acoustic requirements (IS0/TC 43);

- Fire tests on building materials, components and structures (ISO/TC 92);

- Bases for design of structures (ISO/TC 98);

- Calculation of thermal properties (ISO/TC 163
SC 14, Respiratory protective devices (of TC 94, Personal safety).  25-29 October 2010, Leriba Lodge  

The scope of this TC is standardization of the quality and performance of clothing and personal equipment designed to safeguard persons against hazards other than those concerned with nuclear radiation.
A workshop on Financial sustainability of National Standards Bodies (NSBs):  Around the world, National Standards Bodies (NSBs) like the SABS are re-examining their financial sustainability and also looking at other ways to generate revenue such as conformity assessments, training, testing, consultancy, etc.  The workshop was chaired by the CEO of SABS, Dr Boni Mehlomakulu, who also gave a presentation on SABS strategy and vision for the next five years. 

The workshop was held at the SABS in October 2010 and was well attended by the CEOs of 19 African National Standards Bodies (NSBs).  These included representatives from Botswana, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

MoUs signed 

NSI signs cooperation agreement with SABS:  The NSI (Namibian Standards Institution), signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the SABS on 24 July 2010.  

In terms of the agreement, the SABS will assist in the formulation and development of the NSI’s technical capacity in standardisation, conformity assessment, quality assurance and metrology.

SWAZILAND
In 2009/2010, six SADCSTAN texts were part of the SWASA work programme and these have now been published as Swaziland National Standards. These texts were forwarded to existent technical committees as well as stakeholders who are interested parties in the subject matter to see if they agree with the text content. In all cases the vote was affirmative. The texts underwent the mandatory 60 days Public Review process, where no comments were received from the public and were then forwarded to the SWASA Council Technical Committee where they received final approval before being forwarded to the Minister for gazetting.

National Standards Published

The year 2010 was an exciting year for the Swaziland Standards Authority as it marked the publishing of the first ever Swaziland National Standards. Seven national standards were published in March 2010 with sixteen (16) more published in January 2011. Of the sixteen (16), six (6) of them are SADC STAN harmonised text.

TANZANIA
Publication of the SADC harmonized text has been done on the ISO and Codex Standards adopted in the Region, and they include standards such as the ISO  9001:2008 and ISO 9004:2008 on Quality Management Systems; and the ISO 14001:2004 on Environmental Management Systems.

Number of National Standards published

The number of standards prepared and or revised in the year 2010 totals 184.  
The finalized/revised standards covered the following areas: hot rolled steel bars, primary batteries, gas cylinders, clay tiles, fire protection safe signs and retro-reflective vehicle registration plates. Other standards finalized during the period include: maize flour, wheat flour, spices and condiments, fats and oils from various seeds, food seasoning mixtures and flavored drinks in solid form. Others were on  fertilizes, various tests for drinking water, milk and milk products, rosella drinks (alcoholic and non alcoholic), margarine, draught beer, and non cereal based alcoholic beverages. Other standards also finalized include social responsibility guideline, customer satisfaction guideline, records management and electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) limits. Standards were also prepared on Textiles like cotton dress fabric, woven blankets, Masai shuka, sisal bags and polyester suiting fabrics.
Meetings attended:

During the period under review Tanzania managed to participate in a number of international meetings related to standardization work, including the following: 

SADC SQAM Annual General Meeting, from 22-28 March 2010, in Swaziland

33rd Codex Alimentarius Commission, 5-9 July 2010

ISO TC 207 on Environmental Management, July 2010 in Leon Mexico 

ISO General Assembly 13-17 September, Oslo Norway

IEC Meeting, 11-15 October 2010, Seattle, Washington USA

Codex Committee on Food Hygiene (29th-  November- 3rd December 2010 ) Kampala

Participation of African Nations in setting Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards; PAN – held in Gaborone, Botswana from 15th - 20th November 2010.

ARSO General Assembly meeting, Nairobi,  2 - 3  December 2010.

Submission of the Standards Development Programme

Tanzania is coordinating the harmonization/adoption of Quality Management Standards. TBS hosts SADC TC 11 – Quality Management. 

ISO 9000, ISO9001, ISO 9004 and ISO 19001 have already been circulated by Tanzania to member countries for adoption as harmonized standards within the region. On her part, Tanzania has already adopted all the above standards at national level.

Involvement in other Subregional Trading blocks

Several meetings deliberating on standards harmonization in the EAC sub-region were held, including:

Carbon Footprint seminar for the EAC Region, 4-7, Nairobi, Kenya 

EASC and its subcommittees, 10-14 May 2010, Arusha, Tanzania

Carbon Footprint seminar for the EAC Region, 25-26 Kampala, Uganda 

Harmonization of EAC SPS standards,24-27, Kampala, Uganda

East, Central and Southern African meeting on food fortification standards, 7 July 2010, Kampala.

EAC Fruits and Vegetables Sectoral Committee meeting to discuss a wide range of sub-regional standards from 4th-8th October, 2010 Kampala

Regional workshop on Carbon Footprint of Product (CFP) from 23 – 25 November 2010, DSM Tanzania

East African Standard Regional Consultative meeting on Chemical and Consumer products held in Kampala from 30 November to  02 December 2010.

ZAMBIA

ZABS has so far published a total of about1020 national standards with a total of 317 standards having been published in 2010.

Internet Connectivity and Use

ZABS now has 24hours connectivity to the internet by wireless unlike last time when it was a dial up connectivity. We are able to download documents much faster and communicate with clients and Technical Committee members. We have a webpage www.zabs.org.zm and you can access our standards catalogue through this page.

Progress in Adoption and Implementation of Harmonized Text 

In addition to 36 SADC harmonised standards adopted as at last year, ZABS has adopted all the standards under the title Household and similar electrical appliances – safety part 2 up to 80 which are based on the IEC standards. 
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